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About this time, as the peace of the coun-
try had been disturbed by bands of daeoits,
and as more lenient measures for their ex-
tirpation had been found unavailing, it was
ordered, that these, immediately on their
conviction, should be carried to their vil-
lages, and there hanged; that the villages
should be fined, and the families of the cri-
minals should become slaves to the State.
The thannadai's and paicks (watchmen and
patroles) were fined, and dismissed for ne-
glect, and rewards, in money and lands, were
given to the active.

The resumption of these lands has cer-
tainly, of late years, been attended with very
bad consequences ; for, deprived of their
means of living, and turned loose on socie-
ty, these men are the most desirable of all
recruits for a gang of daeoits, as \vell from
their knowledge of the plans of Government
for their apprehension, as from their ac-
quaintance with the officers and forms of
the courts of justice*
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